
On the golden anniversary

of the ICBM mission

Northrop Grumman and the ICBM Prime Team proudly salute the Air Force on 50

years of ICBM success. We are honored to have been its trusted partner in designing,

building and sustaining the nationôsdeterrent force from ïAtlas and Thor, through

Titan, Minuteman, Peacekeeper and todayôsMinuteman III modernization.

www.northropgrumman.com
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Proud Tradition of Excellence

SAFE �ƒSECURE �ƒRELIABLE

Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs) provide

a safe, secure, reliable, strategic deterrent ï

credible to friend and foe - continuing to deter

potential adversaries, dissuade would-be

aggressors, and assure allies the steadiness of

purpose in fulfilling global security requirements.

ICBMs deliver critical deterrence ensuring security

and safety against todayôsthreats while preparing

for an uncertain future.

ICBMs were originally developed in the late 1950s

to deter Soviet aggression and have evolved over

time to meet varied and emerging complex

warfighter needs. Minuteman III has been a

cornerstone of our nuclear deterrent since it was

first deployed in 1970. Although Minutemanôs

service life was originally designed to be 10 years,

it has been extended several times. Modernization

programs are extending the weapon systemôs

operational life beyond 2030.

Minuteman is a highly complex system that

demands perfection; high availability, high

reliability and operation under any and all

conditions to pose an effective deterrent. The

ICBM Program Team, a partnership between the

Air Force and the ICBM Industry Team led by

Northrop Grumman, is maintaining Minutemanôs

high state of reliability and readiness.
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Northrop Grumman and the ICBM industry team salute the men and women of 
Air Force Space Command and 20th Air Force who daily operate and maintain this valuable deterrent force
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The Air Force-Northrop Grumman team tradition

began in 1954 with Brigadier General Bernard

Schriever (Commander, Air Research and

Development Command) and Simon Ramo (Chief

Engineer, The Ramo Wooldridge Corporation,

currently Northrop Grumman Corporation). This

revolutionary Air Force / Industry collaboration has

created unprecedented ICBM mission success and

provides an enduring national deterrent.


